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More than 300.000 40-kilo wheels of Parmigiano Reggiano fell in an enormous domino e�ect as aging racks toppled into one another
during the May earthquakes in Northern Italy.

Up to 10 per cent of this year's production has been lost, representing at least an 80 million euro loss for the industry. The youngest
wheels of cheese were the hardest hit by the catastrophe, as both the under-six-month wheels and the briny baths that give Parmesan
its signature salty taste and crumbly texture were lost.

Since the �rst earthquake, sta� have urgently searched through the remains of their warehouses for salvageable wheels of cheese, but
the subsequent quakes (http://italymag.co.uk/italy/emilia-romagna/new-earthquake-emilia-romagna)  have rendered the work
dangerous. Wheels that have broken open may mould over before they can be reached. The 27-month-old wheels have still not been
uncovered.

In addition to the 10 storage facilities crippled by the quake, Parmesan producers have lost livestock and pasture land. The remaining
cows' milk will be a�ected in terms of quality and quantity by the earthquake for weeks or months to come.

Producers must �nd storage facilities where to keep the salvageable wheels cheese at the exact right humidity and temperature. Only
cheese aged in Reggio-Emilia or Mantova, in Lombardy, can legally be called Parmigiano Reggiano, but with the infrastructural losses in
the region, they may need to be aged elsewhere.

Casumaro Maurizio, whose farm near Finale Emilia lies at the epicentre of the �rst earthquake (http://italymag.co.uk/italy/earthquake
/60-magnitude-earthquake-collapses-historic-buildings-northern-italy-and-displaces-thousands) , has launched an online campaign
(http://www.vogue.it/en/people-are-talking-about/last-short-notes/2012/05/parmigiano-earthquake)  to sell the fallen cheese.
Consumers can buy wheels of Parmesan from as low as 9€ per kilo directly from the producers to support warehouse reconstruction and
pick up their cheese in Modena or have it delivered.
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Topic: earthquake (/tags/earthquake) parmigiano reggiano (/tags/parmigiano-reggiano)

Location
Parma Province (/parma-province)

You may also be interested in...

Latest property in Emilia Romagna

(/property-for-sale-
in-italy/142186-
zocca-ground-�oor-
�at-garden)

Apartment in Zocca (/property-for-sale-in-italy/142186-zocca-ground-�oor-�at-garden)
59 m²
2 Bedrooms

120.000 € - $134,994 - £100,895

(/property-for-sale-
in-italy/139972-
podere-romagna)

Country Home - To Restore in Verucchio (/property-for-sale-in-italy/139972-podere-romagna)
0 m²
2 Bedrooms

2.800.000 € - $3,149,860 - £2,354,220

(/property-for-sale-
in-italy/140666-
ac99-149-1036)

Villa in Meldola (/property-for-sale-in-italy/140666-ac99-149-1036)
200 m²
3 Bedrooms

690.000 € - $776,215 - £580,147

(/property-for-sale-
in-italy/141027-
vignola-head-
terraced-house)

Apartment in Vignola (/property-for-sale-in-italy/141027-vignola-head-terraced-house)
75 m²
2 Bedrooms

250.000 € - $281,238 - £210,198

(/property-for-sale-
in-italy/140924-
vignola-two-�oors-
splendid-terrace)

Apartment in Vignola (/property-for-sale-in-italy/140924-vignola-two-�oors-splendid-terrace)
125 m²
4 Bedrooms

350.000 € - $393,732 - £294,278
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(/property-for-sale-
in-italy/140381-
vignola-penthouse-
surrounded-
greenery)

Apartment in Vignola (/property-for-sale-in-italy/140381-vignola-penthouse-surrounded-greenery)
121 m²
3 Bedrooms

480.000 € - $539,976 - £403,581

See More (/property-for-sale-in-Emilia%20Romagna)

What to do in Emilia Romagna

(/experience-in-
italy/buonjourney-
italy-cultural-and-
culinary-vacations-
italy)

TOURS
Buonjourney Italy – Cultural and Culinary Vacations in Italy (/experience-in-italy/buonjourney-italy-cultural-
and-culinary-vacations-italy)

Emilia Romagna (/emilia-romagna)

(/experience-in-
italy/reggio-lingua-
language-school-
and-cooking-
classes)

COOKING SCHOOL
Reggio Lingua - Language school and cooking classes (/experience-in-italy/reggio-lingua-language-school-and-
cooking-classes)

Reggio nell'Emilia (/reggio-nellemilia)

(/experience-in-
italy/7-day-
authentic-cultural-
culinary-ancestry-
wellness-and-active-
tours-abruzzo)

TOURS
7-day Authentic Cultural, Culinary, Ancestry, Wellness and Active Tours in Abruzzo, Puglia & Sicily with Italia
Sweet Italia (/experience-in-italy/7-day-authentic-cultural-culinary-ancestry-wellness-and-active-tours-
abruzzo)

Abruzzo (/abruzzo)

We use cookies to personalize content and ads, to provide social media features and to

analyze our tra�c. We also share information about your use of our site with our social

media, advertising and analytics partners who may combine it with other information

that you've provided to them or that they've collected from your use of their services. By

continuing to use our website you consent to our cookies policy. More info
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CONTACT US

 (https://www.facebook.com/ItalyMagazine)  (https://twitter.com/italymagazine)  (https://pinterest.com

/italymagazine/)  (https://instagram.com/italymagazine)  (//www.italymagazine.com/contact)

USA: +1 919-249-5055 / 243 Edgartown-Vineyard Haven Road - Po Box 9000 Edgardtown MA 02539

Everything Italy. Authentically Italian.

(/experience-in-
italy/learn-italian-
italys-greatest-
gastronomic-
treasure-emilia-
romagna)

LANGUAGE SCHOOL
Learn Italian in Italy's Greatest Gastronomic Treasure, Emilia-Romagna (/experience-in-italy/learn-italian-
italys-greatest-gastronomic-treasure-emilia-romagna)

Emilia Romagna (/emilia-romagna)

See More (/what-to-do-in-Emilia%20Romagna)

ABOUT US (/ABOUT-US) · CONTACT (/CONTACT-US) · ADVERTISING (/ADVERTISING) · PRIVACY POLICY (/PRIVACY-POLICY) ·
ARCHIVE (/SEARCH) · TERMS OF SERVICE (/TERMS-OF-SERVICE)
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